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beside Joey on a strange road Beyond.."What's this?" the man asked her, as Sinatra swooped through "Come Fly with Me.".Your deeds ... will return to you, magnified
beyond imagining ... the spirit of Bartholomew ... will find you ... and mete out the terrible judgment that you deserve.."No," said Vanadium, "you only think you know who I
am and what I am, but you don't know anything. That's all right. You'll learn.".Ordinarily, when Celestina was troubled, her art was a perfect sanctuary from all woes. When
she was planning, composing, and rendering, time had no meaning for her, and life had no sting.."We do look somewhat alike," Edom said, shifting his attention to Jacob's
left ear..The Church nourished the soul, while the occult nourished the imagination. In Mexico, where physical comforts were often few and hope of a better life in this world
was hard won, both the soul and the imagination must be fed if life was to be livable..By air from San Francisco south to Orange County Airport, then farther south along the
coast by rental car, one week in the wake of Paul Damascus and his three charges, following directions provided by Paul, Tom Vanadium brought Wally Lipscomb to the
Lampion house..He realized that like so many women, Seraphim wanted it, asked for it-yet had no place in her self-image to accommodate the truth that she was sexually
aggressive. She wanted to think of herself as shy, demure, virginal, as innocent as a minister's daughter ought to be which meant that to get what she wanted, she required
Junior to be a brute. He was happy to oblige..Harrison was a Baptist, Vanadium a Catholic, and although they approached the same faith from different angles, they weren't
coming to it from different planets, which was the feeling Vanadium had been left with following their conversation. It was true that Enoch Cain could never be brought
successfully to trial for the rape of Phimie, subsequent to her death and in the absence of her testimony. And it was also uncomfortably true that exploring the possibility that
Cain was the rapist would tear open the wounds in the hearts of everyone in the White family, to no useful effect. Nevertheless, to rely on divine justice alone seemed naive,
if not morally questionable.."You mean it's like with you in the kitchen, but not if you go into the living room? Your cold has a mind of its own?".Raising one hand, wiggling
the fingers, he said, "Toes, toes, toes, toes, toes.".As beautiful as they were, none of these women satisfied him as profoundly as Naomi had satisfied him..By Friday
morning, September 10, little more than forty-eight hours after the shooting, he felt good and was in fine spirits..Then from San Francisco International, through the
fog-shrouded streets of the night city, to St. Mary's, to Room 724. And to the discovery that Phimie's blood pressure was so high-210 over 126-that she was in a
hypertensive crisis, at risk of a stroke, renal failure, and other life-threatening complications..Given a child-size harmonica, he extemporized simplified versions of songs he
heard on the radio. The Beatles' "All You Need Is Love." The Box Tops' "The Letter." Stevie Wonder's "I Was Made to Love Her." After hearing a tune once, Barty could play
a recognizable rendition..There were effective actions and ineffective actions, socially acceptable and unacceptable behavior, wise and stupid decisions that could be made.
But if you wanted to achieve maximum self-realization, you had to understand that any choice you made in life was entirely value neutral. Morality was a primitive concept,
useful in earlier stages of societal evolution, perhaps, but without relevance in the modem age..He picked up Angel, picked up Barty. "Hold on." He carried them out of the
room, down the stairs, out of the house, to the yard under the great tree, where they would wait for the police, and where they would not see Jacob's body when the coroner
removed it by way of the front door..Her strength was the strength of stones only in the sense that she felt as immovable as rock, yet she found the resources to raise one
arm, to place her left hand over Maria's bead-tangled fingers. "But the baby's dead.".By the time his ferocious in-laws had finished with him, Junior would have won the
sympathy of Knacker, Hisscus, Nork, and everyone else who might have harbored doubts about his role in Naomi's demise. Perhaps even Thomas Vanadium would find his
suspicion worn away..And in time, the surgeon did appear, bearing the good news that neither of the malignancies had spread to the orbit and optic nerve, but he had no
greater miracle to report..THE SUN ROSE above clouds, above fog, and with the gray day came a silver drizzle. The city was lanced by needles of rain, and filth drained
from it, swelling the gutters with a poisonous flood..Visibly nonplussed by Junior's blithe failure to terminate the handshake when the shaking stopped, the fussy Neddy
didn't want to be so rude as to yank his hand loose, or to cause a scene regardless of how small, but Junior, smiling and pretending to be as socially dense as concrete,
failed to respond to a polite tug. So Neddy waited, allowing his hand to be held, and his face, previously as white as piano keys, brightened to a shade of pink that clashed
with his red boutonniere..This claim wasn't true. His father, an unsuccessful artist and highly successful alcoholic, lived in Santa Monica, California. His mother, divorced
when Junior was four, had been committed to an insane asylum twelve years ago. He rarely saw them. He hadn't told Naomi about them. Neither of his parents was a
resume enhancer..For a long time, she sat alone in the dark living room, in the armchair that had been Joey's favorite, thinking about many things but returning often to the
memory of Barty's dry walk in wet weather..The past three years had given Wally much to celebrate, as well. After selling his medical practice and taking an eight-month
hiatus from the sixty-hour work weeks he had endured for so long, he'd been giving twenty-four hours of free service to a pediatric clinic each week, providing care to the
disadvantaged. He'd worked hard all his life, and saved diligently, and now he was able to focus solely on those activities that gave him the greatest gratification..open
grave. In his hand: the white rose, its thorns slick with his blood. He dropped the bloom, and it fell out of sight, into the gaping earth, atop Naomi's casket..Celestina looked
up from the scarred top of the desk toward the fog-white sky beyond the window, from reality to the promise..Junior hoped that he hadn't been betrayed by eyeshine in the
fraction of a second before he closed his eyes to slits.."Maybe," said Angel. "Or maybe to The Monkees ... or maybe to where you didn't get run down by the
rhinosharush.".Too much, far too much to contend with, and so unfair: finding the Bartholomew needle in the haystack, hives, seizures of vomiting and diarrhea, losing a
toe, losing a beloved wife, wandering alone through a cold and hostile world without a heart mate, humiliated by transvestites, tormented by vengeful spirits, too intense to
enjoy the benefits of meditation, Zedd dead, the prospect of prison always looming for one reason or another, unable to find peace in either needlework or sex..The gas
oven might blow up in his face, at last bringing him peace, but if it didn't, he would at least have cookies for Agnes..Behind them, two shots roared, and Paul knew that the
reverend was no longer of this world.."Yes, I was." She didn't tell him that her fear had not been allayed by his assurances or by his second walk in the rain..She tried to
raise her right hand, but it flopped uselessly and would not respond,.Judging by the sounds Vanadium made, Junior figured that the cop had settled once more into the
armchair..Now, trouble. Different from what he'd experienced before but just as powerful and terrifying. He didn't need to regurgitate, but he desperately needed to
evacuate..A stab of horror punctured Celestina as she failed to repress a mental image of a carnival-sideshow monster, half dragon and half insect, coiled in her sister's
womb. She hated the rapist's child but was appalled by her hatred, for the baby was blameless..Junior knew that he looked as guilty as any man had ever looked this side of
the first apple and the perfect garden. The sweating, the spasms of violent tremors, the defensive note that he could not keep out of his voice, the inability to look anyone
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directly in the eyes for more than a few seconds-all were telltales that none of these professionals would overlook. He desperately needed to get a grip on himself, but he
couldn't find a handle..A forgetful client had left the bumbershoot in the office six months ago. Otherwise, Nolly wouldn't have had any umbrella at all..Judging by the
smeariness of the letters and by the fact that some had run before they dried, the writing instrument hadn't been a felt-tip marker, as Vanadium first thought. A spattering of
red droplets on the closed lid of the toilet and across the beige marble floor, all dry now, gave rise to a suspicion..As the bitch began her backswing, Junior grabbed the
chair. He didn't try to tear it out of her hands, but used it to shove her as hard as he could..As Celestina settled on the sofa with the phone in her lap, hesitating to dial until
she worked up a bit more courage, Angel said to Tom, "So what happened to your face?"."I'm gifted to a small extent, and it's an unusual gift," he admitted. "Nothing
world-shaking. More than anything, really, it's a special perception I've been given. Angel's gift seems to be different from mine but related. In fifty years, she's the first I've
ever met who's somewhat like me. I'm still shaking inside from the shock of finding her. But please, let's save this for Bright Beach and a better evening. You go down there
tomorrow with Paul, okay? I'll stay here to look after Wally. When he's able to travel, I'll bring him with me. I know you'll want him to hear what I have to say, too. Is it a
deal?".The stress that he currently felt wasn't the same that he so often relieved with women. This was an energizing tension, a not-unpleasant tightening of the nerves, a
delicious anticipation that he wanted to experience to its fullest-until the gallery reception for Celestina, on the evening that her show opened, January 12. This tension could
not be released by intercourse, but only by the killing of Bartholomew, and when that long-sought moment arrived, Junior expected the relief he experienced would far
exceed mere orgasm..He left by the back door, to avoid the aftermath seeping across the foyer floor. Fog enveloped him, cool and refreshing.."Why do you think he's
spending his money for all this tricky stuff?" Kathleen wondered, not for the first time..To the window in the driver's door, Barty came with a repertoire of comic expressions,
mugging at his mother, sticking one finger up his nose and exaggeratedly boring with it as though exploring for nasal nuggets. "Not scary, Mommy!".As quick as a snake
strikes, Vanadium was much closer to the bed than he had been when he tossed the coin, at Junior's side now, leaning over the railing. "Naomi was six weeks
pregnant.".Junior couldn't imagine why some Negro stranger would want to intrude. He hoped there wouldn't be trouble..This galerieur was tall, with silver hair, chiseled
features, and the all-knowing, imperious manner of a gynecologist to royalty. He wore a well-tailored gray suit, and his gold Rolex was the very watch that Wroth Griskin
might have killed for in his salad days..Too far from Spruce Hills to be a popular make-out spot for teenagers, Quarry Lake was a turnoff for young lovers also because it
had a reputation as haunted territory. Over five decades, four quarry workers had died in mining accidents. County lore included stories of ghosts roaming the depths of the
excavation before it was flooded-and subsequently the shoreline, after the lake was filled..Tears burst from Junior, stinging torrents, a salt sea of grief that blurred his vision
and bathed his face in brine. "Get out of here, you disgusting, sick son of a bitch," he demanded, his voice simultaneously shaking with sorrow and twisted by righteous
anger. "Get out of here now, get out!".To the right first. Kick the door open, simultaneously firing two rounds, because maybe this was her bedroom, where she kept a gun.
Mirrors shattered: a tintinnabulation of falling glass on porcelain, glass on ceramic tile, a lot more noise than the shots themselves..From the moment the girl was admitted
on the evening of January 5, the nurses at St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco called her Phimie, too, not because they knew her well enough to love her, but because that
was the name they heard Celestina use..Fourth and last, he was surprised that Kickmule was a legitimate surname. This information wasn't of immediate importance to him,
but if ever his Gammoner and Pinchbeck identities were compromised and he required false ID in a new name, he would call himself Eric Kickmule. Or possibly Wolfgang
Kickmule. That sounded really tough. No one would mess with a man named Kickmule.."The mass of these malignancies suggest they will soon spread-or have already
spread-out of the eye to the orbit. There is no hope that radiation therapy will work in this instance, and no time to risk trying it even if there were hope. No time at all. No
time. Dr. Schurr and I agree, to save Bartholomew's life, we must remove both eyes immediately.".Here, four days past Christmas, after two days of torment, Agnes knew
the worst, that her treasured son must go eyeless or die, must choose between blindness or cancer of the brain.."Last time I looked, Miss Galloway lived to the south of us.
Retired. Never married. No children.".Dr. Lipscomb inclined his head slightly toward the pianist, in the manner of a stem headmaster about to emphasize a lesson with a
sharp twist of the offending boy's ear. "Miss White and the baby will have vacated these premises by the end of the week-unless you insist on bothering them with your
chatter. For every minute you harass them, their departure will be extended one day.".The silence in this city of the dead was complete. The night lay breathless, stirring not
one whisper from the stationed evergreens that stood sentinel over generations of bones..When she discovered she was pregnant, Phimie dealt with this new trauma as
other naive fifteen-year-olds had done before her: She sought to avoid the scorn and the reproach that she imagined would be heaped upon her for having failed to reveal
the rape at the time it occurred. With no serious thought to long-term consequences, focused solely on the looming moment, in a state of denial, she made plans to conceal
her condition as long as possible..Freed for the moment from the need to be strong for her sleeping Angel or for Wally, Celestina turned to Tom Vanadium, saw in his gray
eyes both the sorrow of the world and a hope to match her own, saw in his ruined face the promise of triumph over evil, leaned against him for support, and finally dared to
cry.."But you don't understand." She recounted the extraordinary draw of aces during the fortune-telling session Friday evening..Leavening his tortured voice as best he
could with shock and hurt, as though deeply wounded by the need to speak these words, Junior Cain said, "You ... you think I killed her, don't you? That's crazy.".In his
mind's eye, Junior saw the coin in transit of the blunt fingers, moving more swiftly than previously because its passage was lubricated by blood..She thought that she
already knew all about humility, about the necessity of it, about the power of it to bring peace of mind and to heal the heart, but in the following few minutes, she learned
more about humility than she had ever known before..That every mortal semblance took,.Thereafter, Junior managed to drive four miles before he was forced to pull off the
road at another service station, after which he felt that his ordeal might be over. But less than ten minutes later, he settled for more rustic facilities in a clump of bushes
alongside the highway, where his cries of anguish frightened small animals into squeaking flight..to believe that any man with such a hard gut slung over his belt, with a bull
neck.He was surprised they had come so soon, less than twenty-four hours after the tragedy. This was especially unusual, considering that a homicide detective was
obsessed with the idea that rotting wood, alone, was not responsible for Naomi's death..Junior considered leaving before Vanadium-still seventy-five yards away-arrived. He
was afraid he would appear to be fleeing..He let go of the girl's chin, and at once she scrunched into the corner of the window seat, as far away from him as she could get.
The knowing look in her eye wasn't that of an ordinary child, not that of a child at all. Not his imagination, either. Terror, yes, but also defiance, and this knowing expression,
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as though she could see right through him, knew things about him that she had no way of knowing..Although Neddy had flushed to a rich primrose-pink, Junior still held his
hand, crowding him, lowering his face even closer to the musician's. "If you vouched for a teacher, I'd feel confident that I was in good hands, but I'd still much rather learn
from you, Neddy. I really wish you would reconsider-".After the stupid bastards read a newspaper or smoked a few cigarettes, they finally broke down the door. Satisfyingly
dramatic: the crack of splintering wood, the crash..He smiled ruefully. "Might be ready for a wedding by then, but not a honeymoon.".Deed flinched. "No reason. But I sure
never did mean you or your husband any harm, Mrs. Lampion. And not your baby, either, not little Bartholomew.".The parsonage was a clean, respectable, and even
charming house, but nothing about it might be called grand. No sweeping staircase offered a glamorous showcase adequate for Scarlett O'Hara. Instead, the stairs were
enclosed, accessed by a door in one comer of the living room..Evidently, the hero was accustomed to encounters of this nature. He rose, pulled out the unused fourth chair.
"Please sit with us.".Although Junior was free of the superstitions that Naomi, in her innocence and sentimentality, had embraced, he wept without pretense..honor and
family. This was life, and everyone lived his life in the shadow of one solemn obligation or another..Reflecting upon her son's clever, diligent, and uncomplaining adaptation
to darkness, she wished that she had described to him the dazzling sunset under which they had made their journey home. Although her words might have been
inadequate to the spectacle, he would have elaborated on them to create a picture in his mind; with his creative skills, the world that he'd lost with his sight might be remade
in equal splendor in his imagination..Hound meant well in sending the young man to Samory, but he did not understand the quality of Otter's will. Nor did Otter himself. He
was too used to obeying others to see that in fact he had always followed his own bent, and too young to believe that anything he did could kill him.."Yes, Barty," Tom said.
"I feel a depth to life, layers beyond layers. Sometimes it's ... scary. Mostly it inspires me. I can't see these other worlds, can't move between them. But with this quarter, I
can prove that what I feel isn't my imagination." He extracted a quarter from a jacket pocket, holding it between thumb and forefinger for all but Barty to see. "Angel?".As a
young man, he had performed first in nightclubs catering to Negroes and in theaters like Harlem's Apollo. During World War II, he'd been part of a USO troupe entertaining
soldiers throughout the Pacific, later in North Africa, and following D-Day, in Europe..And now she didn't need him anymore. He gazed at her face, held her cooling hand;
his anchor was slipping away from him, leaving him adrift..Now, without realizing when it had happened, he had been lowered from his knees to his right side. Head
elevated and tilted by one of the paramedics. So he could expel the bile, the blood, rather than choke on it..Even though the detective was on the wrong track, Junior was
beginning to feel aggrieved. As any good citizen, he was willing, even eager to cooperate with responsible policemen who conducted their investigation by the book. This
Thomas Vanadium, however, in spite of his monotonous voice and drab appearance, gave off the vibes of a fanatic..This was not a ghost. This was not a walking dead
man. This was something else, but until he knew what it was, who it was, the only person he could possibly look for was Vanadium..THE RAIN THAT HAD threatened to
wash out the morning funeral finally rinsed the afternoon, but by nightfall the Oregon sky was clean and dry. From horizon to horizon spread an infinity of icy stars, and at
the center of them hung a bright sickle moon as silver as steel..Agnes found this turn of events amazing, amusing, ironic-and a little sad. She would have dearly loved to
teach the boy to read and write, to see his knowledge and competence slowly flower under her care. Although she fully supported Barty's exploration of his gifts, and
although she was proud of his astounding achievements, she felt that his swift advancement was robbing her of some of the shared joy of his childhood, even though he
remained in so many ways a child..These Spartan arrangements were good enough for Vanadium. He had arrived from Oregon the previous night with three suitcases full
of his clothes and personal effects. He expected that his unique combination of detective work and psychological warfare would enable him to entrap Cain in a month,
before these accommodations began to feel too austere even for one to whom anything fancier than a monk's cell could seem baroque.
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